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QUESTIONNAIRE ON HOUSEHOLD RESOURCES
i ;
BIRNIDARDS SOF LIVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
1967-68

Housing and Living Facilities

Employment

Occupational Facilities and Fringe Benefits

Current Monetary Income

Assets and Savings

Health and Disability

Social Services

Private Income in Kind

Style of Living

A Survey carried out from the University of Essex
and the University of London (L.S.E.)

Queries should be addressed to: Miss Sheila Benson
Skepper House
13 Endsleigh Street
London WC1




SERIAL
D Hersegr NUMBER ) 4 ks 0 1

Name of Interviewer..

Date(s) of interview(s) i S I.h.) Length of interview(s) FLL v

or contacts

Total actual interviewing time

Form of introduction

“ My name is X. I'm from Essex/London University. We're preparing a report (writing a book) about standards of living in
Britain today and how families manage. We think it’s important for the Government and everyone else to know what the
facts really are. We're hoping to talk to about 3,000 famillps throughout the country and I'd be very grateful if you could
help us by answering some questions. All our information is, of course, strictly confidential.”

SUMMARY : COMPLETE AFTER INTERVIEW

» Write
B Section
10 A 1,2, 3, etc 2
1. Interview carried out = 3. Which sections were answered 5. Number of other households
at first call p Q in whole or in part by which 13 at address —m8 >
at second call Y, persons on the household? L= 3%
at third or later call Tformant |— 9 Q None | /0
14 6. Household living on /22"
: 11 S A
2. Information for household — 2nd member [ | — § (¥) ground > |
— complete skip to Q. 3 & 15 ll):tseﬂmog?t gooy 1
incomplete—answer 2a N ondlioor Yo
(a) Sections Housing 1 CODE 3rd | — 9 (¢ 3rd floor 3
incomplete Employment 2 ﬁlﬁ%L’{,ﬂAT , = Answer 4th floor
Occupational 3 AS LISTED 16 62 5th or above 5
Income 4 IN Q'AIRE = > o Specify
CODE Assets 5 (Some Sections 4th s 0
% ALL THAT Health 6 may be — - -} L gassle”
Sk Soo! Services 7 T E) 17 {0 '(a) Is there a lift in the
Inc. in kind 8 building? Yes 6
Style of living 9 5th S No u
(b) Reasons if incomplete 12 18
— ill/disabled X 6th : 7. Is there an internal or external 28
does not know 19 flight of at least 4 steps or
unlv{llifﬁirxlxréatzogiw %, = stairs to the dwelling entrance?
B atiation 0 Other (specify) v !
other (specify) 1
5 4. Semi or detached house 20 Yes 8
.............. or bungalow X No d;
............... a Ter. h’se or bungalow Y
Self-con. flat in block 0
Type of  Self-con. flat in house 1
1 Accomm. Self-con. flat attached
to shop/business 2
Room(s): furnished 3
Other (specify) 4




Does the house/flat have any structural defects?

rising damp, damp walls or ceilings
loose brick-work/plaster

roof which leaks in heavy rain
badly-fitting windows or doors
which do not open or close

broken floorboards, stairs |
other _ _ |

(a) Do you feel any of these are a danger to your health or of
anyone in the household?
Yes
Vo
Di

Would you say you (and the family) have a serious housing
rob lem?
Yes ASK Q.8(a)

No
DK} SKIP TO Q.8(b)

(a) What sort of problem is the worst? | overcrowding 1
2 inadequate basic
facilities
damp accommodation
CODE ONE ONLY other structural
defects
need to move
elsevhere
other (specify)

(b) Have you ever had a serious

housing problem (since you Yes  ASK 8(c)
were 21)? No

DK} SKIP TO Q.9.

(c)_What sort of problem was the
worst?
overcrowding
inadequate basic
facilities
damp accommodation
other structural
defects
need to move
elsewnere
3 other (specify)

(d) How long did it last? under 2 years
2 and less than 5 years
5 and less than 9 years
10 or more

Which of the following items do you have in the household?

television
record player
radio
PROMPT CODE refrigerator
ALL THAT washing machine
APPLY vacuum cleaner
telephone
central heating
enough upholstered arm-chairs, easy
chairs or settees for every member
of family plus one visitor
carpet covering all or nearly all
floor in main sitting room
DK one or more items (specify)




SECTION 1| EMPLOYMENT Inft 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7
I. Can you tell me who In the household was at work last week, for any 21 21 27 27 27 21 27
humber of hours, however few?
attended paid employment, or self employed * X fo ﬂ X x % st adl o
not attending paid anployment} SKIP 70 Q.6 Cy ’y 3 Y a a7 ol ¥ vl v
DK 0 0 o~ o 0 0 o]l o]l o
2. Just the one job, or more than one? | mean did you do any spare- 7 / y
¥ime or reqular paid work? * 3 f
one job 1 Gl y C1 1 | 1 1
two or more jobs 2 2 2 22 2 2 21882
3. |Is the work carried out here In the house or flat? *
yes, main/only occupation 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
yes, secondary occupation(s) only 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
no 5 5 s @ 5 5 SRS
78 28 28 € 28 28 28 2
4. What was the usual hour at which you started and finished work
each day last week? * - 3
X worked from before 8 am to 6 pm (or earlier) X X X X X X x| x X
CODE ONE Y before 8 am and finished after 6 pm Y Y Y Y Y Y | A Y
ONLY ON 0 8 am (or after) to 6 pm (or earlier) 0 0 0 ) 0 0 ol o 0
BASIS OF | 8 am (or after) and finished after 6 pn 1 d = T 1 1 1| |
ANSWER 2 after 6 pm to 8 am (or earlier) 2 7 2 2 2 2 2l &7 2
3 no usual hour of starting and/or finishing 3 3 3 3 3 3 i b 3
29730 | 29,30 | 29130 | 29130 | 29130 | 29730 [0 SRES
5. Can you tell me the total number of hours you worked last week ! | \ t \ T “ 0 t
1 |
{countling all Jobs for which you received pay)? ...t number® I | | 1 G | | ; i !
IF WORKED LESS THAN 30 HOURS ASK 0.5(a) , DK 3 1 X L X L X L X X I
IF WORKED 30 HOURS OR MORE SKIP TO 0.7{ 31 31 31 31 31 3| 31| 3
(a) When did you last work 30 hours X 1less than 6 months ago X X X X X X X X
or more In a week? Y 6 months and less than 1 year
ago Y Y Y Y Y Y Y| e Y | S,
0 1 and less than 3 years 0 0 0 0 0 0 ol o] of o
| 3 and less than 10 years 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1o
2 10 or more years 2 2 2 2 2 2 2| 2| 2 12
3 never 3 3 3 3 3 3 SIEE S
4 DK 4 4 4 4 4 4 4| 4| 4f 4
(b) Would you work more hours 1f 5 yes, unconditionally 5 5 5 5 5 5 51| 85! 5| 85!
such a Job were avallable? 6 yes, with reservations 6 6 6 6 6 6 6| 6 6 g
i 7 7 7 7 2 74 | .
CODE OKE ONLY R et o se ° 0 8 8 s | e [ s|s|islis
ON BASIS OF ANSWER 9 DK 9 9 9 9 9 9 9| o/ SIieS
32 32 32 32 32 32 32| 32| 32| 32
6. IF NOT AT WORK LAST WEEK OR WORKING LESS THAN 30 HOURS
Why weren't you at work last week? & 3 X
housevife G X X X X X X |53 X
OR Why weren't you at work full=time? % _o0S™i & & & & g Y vl vl ¥l v
0 student 0 0 0 3 )o,/ o A\ C O L ©
| pre-school or school child SKIP TO NEXT 1 1 [ Pog Q Q) 1! 188l
SECTION Al ol 2
* 2 unemployed 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 Z 4l <
PROMPT 3 sick or injured 3 3 3 3 3 3 i Al
4 disabled or handicapped 4 4 4 4 4 4 A1 SALE
CODE ONE 5 paid holiday 5 5 5 5 5 5 Z 2 Al &
ONLY * 6 unpaid holiday 6 6 6 6 6 t; a2 gl %
7 not working because: school holidays 7 7 7 7 7l
8 : caring for someone
i1 8 8 8 8 8 8 g8| 8| 8 8
9 : deputising for house-
vife 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
33 33 33 33 » 33|/
\, " ¢ XX
X other (specify) X X X X fé v
Y DK Y Y Y Y
< /
—




QUESTION 8 Work record

Our aim is to trace persons whose work record is not full and to
establish both numbers of weeks off work and numbers of weeks in which
fewer than 30 hours were worked.

Weeks off work in year

The procedure is first to ask the general question about numbers of
weeks off work. Some informants will be uncertain of the right answer.
They can be encouraged by prompts about the last spell off work for
unemployment, then sickness and so on down the list. Whenever it is clear
they are going back more than 12 months you should move on to the next
eventuality on the list. In the appropriate column note the number of weeks
for all spells of unemployment, sickness, etc. You must record “ O ” in all
open boxes when the person has had no spell off work for that reason. You
may ignore the codes “X " and “Y " under each open box. They are for
office use. For easy reference you can record each spell off work alongside
the months listed below. (You may in rare instances interview persons,
say, who had five or six spells off work through sickness and may need to
show some rough working to arrive at the right total. (Please leave any
rough working in case of queries.)

List member of household (informant, 2nd, 3rd) and weeks off
work and reason

January. July
February.... 3 August
March : o5 September
April.. October
November
December

Some informants may have a quick answer for the first general question
(usually because they have a very full or almost empty record of work in

the year). You should nonetheless use the same procedure of asking about
each type of eventuality and each spell off work as a check. If an informant
says he hasn’t been off work except for “just odd days because of colds and
so on”’ ASK How much would it amount to over the past twelve months —
one week, two weeks? AND CODE ACCORDINGLY. For informants (e.g.
housewives or students) who have only worked for a few weeks in the
year, you may find it quicker to establish first how long they were at work.

As with so many other questions about “the last twelve months” in
this questionnaire, informants will often find it helpful if you encourage
them to think forwards from a date exactly a year ago.




QUESTION 13

NHS means free, wholly paid for by the National Health Service. Private
and amenity (paying) beds in NHS hospitals should be coded as private.

QUESTION 13(b)

If a person has had two or more spells in hospital add the total number
of nights together.

Number of nights

QUESTION 13(c)
This will be used in the office to code type of hospital.

Name of hospital

QUESTION 14
I1l in bed means actually in bed for at least half the day.

QUESTION 15

v 3 : Visits by and to a doctor will include calls when a person is no longer

& ¢ in bed but up and about. The questions are not, therefore, dependent on the

/ \;/ ~ J answer yes to _Q_A 14. When the household is large and/or when there have

\\' / been several visits it may take you a little time to obtain a reliable answer.

-\ o/ Remember that in cases of difficulty it is usually best to approach the answer

N \>" by asking: “ When did you last see your doctor? ” “And when was the time

/ before that? ” “ So that means you saw your doctor seven times altogether

Qﬁ s in the last 12 months? ” Remember that we want to count each consultation,

4/ even if there are two consultations on one day or on succeeding days.

< r Remember also to include locums and other (alternative) doctor seen in
& y this period.

= QUESTION 15(c) Visits paid for

(N

K If the informant is a wife who makes a visit to her NHS doctor and
pays later for the pill, which he prescribes, this should still be counted as a
NHS visit.

QUESTION 16 Spectacles
Most people pay in part for spectacles even under the NHS but some

obtain them free by paying and then claiming a refund on test of means
(by the SBC).

QUESTION 18 Doctor at hospital

It is the number of occasions we want to know, not the number of
doctors seen at the hospital
Visits to dentist

Remember to ask number of visits, not number of courses of treatment.

Home help
We are interested only in the use of a local council’s Home Help Service.

Someone from the Welfare

We mean a social worker or officer fro ma Council health, welfare or
children’s department who oncerned with some aspect of family welfare.
Include a health visitor, say, but not an officer from the Supplementary
Benefits Commission or someone from a voluntary organisation — like the
WVS or Salvation Army

QUESTION 18(a) Paying a dentist
The point is that very poor people can get free dentures and do not \
have to pay the £1 for a course of treatment

STION 18(b) Home help
Some councils charge for a home help’s service on test of means

3la



QUESTION 14 Fuel
Everyone forgets to order coal. Stress “ through lack of money ”.

QUESTION 15 Birthday parties

Again the emphasis is on the expense and the experience of bringing
the child’s friends into the home, so stress that we don’t mean just a family
party.

QUESTION 17 (a) Social class

This question requires the views of both chief wage-earner (head of
household) and housewife. By “ chief wage-earner ” we mean the person
upon whose earnings the housekeeping income primarily depends. By
“Head of Household” we have in mind the alternative person to be
questioned if there is no chief wage-earner, e.g. a husband who is a
retirement pensioner, or a widowed mother (who may be the tenant) living
with her widowed daughter (the housewife) and grandchildren. As far as
possible the views on social class should be sought from each person
independently. If both are present take the question stage by stage, making
sure both answer before passing on. The question asks first for a self-rating,
which must be written down. At this stage avoid putting names of classes into
people’s heads. People often hesitate awkwardly, so try to get the
informant to say what class she thinks she belongs to or “is nearest to .
Prompt by repeating the question carefully, and say ‘ It's what you think ”,
implying (which is true) that everyone has their own idea and each is
equally valid. Do not strain to get an answer if one is not easily forthcoming.
Do not assume the informant will pick one class only. Multiple choices of
‘“ middle and working ” or ‘ professional and working " are allowed.

QUESTION 17 (b) Determinant of class

Code housewife and chief wage-earner only. Next, to give us a clue as
to what the informant is using as a reference point and scale we ask, in
effect, the informant’s idea of what determines “ class ”’. Try to get the most
important one only.

QUESTION 17 (¢) Names of classes

Third, the informant is presented with a flash-card (this is why husband
and wife should if possible be interviewed separately, since otherwise the
second person may be unduly influenced). Code one item only. If informant
wants (again) to say “ None ”, say ‘ Well, I've got to put something down,
which would you think was nearest? ” This rating is the most important bit
of the question. Do not be puzzled if the wife gives a different answer from
the husband. This is quite common.

QUESTION 17 (d) Father’s main occupation

That is, the occupation held for most of the time (not necessarily the
most recent).

QUESTION 18 Well off

Four comparisons are made in this series of questions—with relatwgs,
with other people (note—of the same age) in locality, with the average in
the country and finally in the context of time. Prompt carefully and
remember that you might get a different response for one comparison than
for another.




AX CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H.
23.% Do you think you could GENUINELY say
you are poor now? —

CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

X Does Not Apply SKIP TO Q.24

Y all the time ¢
PROMPT AND CODE o ometimes  JASK Q-23(a)
ONE ONLY | never 5 .

K Q.24
> bk fSKIPTOQ
(a) Do you feel poor at any of these times 3 at weekends
or in any of these situations? 4 mid-week
5 at Christmas
o with some of your friends
CODE ALL THAT with some of your relatives
APPLY with some of the people round here
other (SPECIFY)

[CNC N

FOR CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.O.H.

24. (a) There's been a lot of talk about
poverty. Do you think there's such a

thing as REAL poverty these days? %

CODE C.W.E./H.0.H. ONLY

Does Not Apply SKIP TO
Q.25

yes
no
DK
(b) What would you describe as poverty?

WRITE IN ANSWER

P K

(c) Would you say that if people are in poverty its mainly

X = their own fsult?
Y - the Government's fault?
0 - the fault of their education?
PROMPT | - the fault of industry not providing the right jobs?
AND CODE 5 - anything else? (SPECIFY)
ONE ONLY
3 - a combination of (some of) these?
4 - none of fhese?
5 DK
ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER AND HOUSEV/IFE ABOUT ALL AGED 23 AND OVER
25. Do you mind telling me if you voted in the last CODE
General Election (I don't mean who you voted for, ALL AGED
ust whether you voted)? e 23 & OVER

yes, voted

ASK CHIEF WAGE EARNER/H.0.H.

26. If there is poverty what do you think
can be done about it?

WRITE IN ANSWER

k%‘\‘ [ Lo Yot

alot I o poon

Inft 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th /8|88 9110
71 71 71 71 71 71 AN AR AN A
X X X X X X X X x| x
\¢ N e Y M YY Y 1Y Y/ Y
0 0 0 0 0 (o] O] of of o
| | I | | | I I | I
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2| 2| z
3 3 3 3 3 3 S S| 3| 5
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
5 5 5 5 5 5 a9 2| 2
6 6 6 6 6 6 6| 6| 6] 6
7/ 7 7 7 7 7 174 | /A | |
8 8 8 8 8 8 8| 8| 8| 8
9 9 9 9 9 9 9] 9] 9| 9
72 72 72 72 72 72 72] 72|72 |72
X X X X X X X X X X
Y e Y \4 Y/ Y V( Y Y Y/
0 0 0 0 0 0 o] 0] o O
| el | | | I | | | |
73 73 73 73 73 73 73| 731 73|73
X X X X X X X X X X
Y @' Y Y Y e || el el e
0 0 0 0 0 0 Ol Ol @) @
| | I | | I I | | |
2 2 2 2 2 2 210 2| 2| 2
3 3 3 3 3 3 S P B
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
¢ 5 5 5 5 5 a3 2| 2
74 74 4 74 74 74 74| 74| 74| 74
D X X X X X X| X X X
(N Yé Y V¢ V¢ \¢ ¢ Y v
= 0 0 0 0 of of o] o
| I | | | | I | | I
75 75 75 75 75 75 18| Bl 127
X X X X X X X X X
Y Y Y VY Y Y| Ye | SRS B
13
< —T>¢
= S S y Y Jg




INTERVIEWER PLEASE CODE ALL THAT APPLY AFTER INTERVIEW

Household in which there is a child, one of whose parents is not resident
Household consisting of woman and adult dependants
Household in which there are five or more dependent children

Household containing an adult who has been unemployed for eight weeks (con-
secutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing an adult under 65 years of age who has been ill or injured
for eight weeks (consecutively or in last 12 months)

Household containing a disabled adult under 65
(a) disabled
(b) borderline disabled

Household containing a disabled or handicapped child (including child ill or
injured for eight weeks or more)

Household containing a person aged 65 or over who has been bedfast or ill for
eight weeks or more or who is otherwise severely incapacitated

Household in which there are
(a) earners, none earning £12 a week or more
(b) adult male earners (aged 21 to 64) earning less than £14 a week

Household in which there are persons who are
(a) non-white

(b) born in Eire

COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD: CODES (Q. 10, p. 3)

One generation Man: and widowed or separated daughter
Man alone: aged 60 or over Woman: and widowed or :upamud son .. .
Man alone: aged under 60 Woman: and widowed or separated d.m"hlLr
Woman alone: aged 60 or over Otherwise two generations: all related
Woman alone: aged under 60 i Otherwise two generations: at least one pelson not
Husband and wife: both aged 60 or over related Lozany, other
Husband and wife: at least one aged under 60 Other (SPECIFY)
sband and wife: both under 60
and woman: otherwise related
and woman: unrelated 9 Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15
or more men only: related Man, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Two or more men only: unrelated under 15 and one over 15 . . 0
Two or more women only: related 2 Man, daughter & son-in-law, grandchildren: all under
Two or more women only: unrelated 5 5 .
Other (SPECIFY) Man, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: at least
- one under 15 and one over 15 4,
Two generation Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: all under 15
Man, wife: + 1 child under 15 2 Woman, son and d-in-law, grandchildren: at least one
Man, wife: + 2 children both under 15 under 15, one over 15 -
Man, wife: + 3 children all under 15 Woman, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: all
Man, wife: + 4 or more children all under 15 2 _under 15 oo
Man, wife: + children, at least 1 under 15 and at least Woman, daughter and son-in-law, grandchildren: at
1 over 15, none married o3> least one under 15, one over 15 R
Man, wife: + children all aged 15-24, none married 206 Married couple, married child and child-in- law, grand
Man, wife: + children all over 15, at least 1 aged 25 or children under 15 . -
over, none married % X Otherwise 3-generations
Man and one child under 15 —all persons related, at least one child under 15
Man and two children both under 15 —at least one child under 15
Man and three or more children under 15 ‘;l(]nlrplurlmdnb related
8 2n at lea > or 2 ver 15 —unrelate
I\le:ltlonn:(rl“;:};:&r;n at least one under and one over 15, Other (SPECIFY)
Man and children all aged 15-24, none married E R
Man and children all over 15 at least one 25 or over, Four generation
none married y DESCRIBE COMPOSITION BELOW
Woman: and one child under 15
Woman: and two children both under 15
Woman: and three or more children under 15
Woman: and children, at least one under and one over
15, none married
Woman: and children, all aged 24, none married
Woman: and children all over 15, at least one 25 or
over, none married
Man: and widowed or separated son

Three gencration

Prnted by Stanbope Frem (TU), 962 Stamhope Sreer, N-W.1. EUSion 001
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